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Richard Kingston holds the distinction of being the first full-time professional harpsichord builder, ever, in the American South, and for most of his career he has be the only such builder. His shop has produced nearly 300 instruments, all grounded in the best of styles and techniques of the historic makers. Kingston and his instruments have been featured in articles published in Southern Living and Southern Accents magazines. The best Report surveyed harpsichord makers and ranked the work of Richard Kingston with the top few of all extant makers. He has lectured on harpsichord construction techniques and styles, interview by the award-winning radio news magazine All things Considered broadcast by National Public Radio.

Kingston harpsichords may be found in homes, churches and in leading music schools throughout the United Stated, from the University of Georgia to the Manhattan School of Music to Beverly Hills, California, Switzerland, Germany and Austria, demonstrating the truly international reputation of both the instruments and the builder.

For many years, Kingston harpsichords were the choice of the Spoleto, USA music festival held each year in Charleston, South Carolina and sometimes difficult acoustic environments. The Charleston summer climate, marked by high ambient temperatures and extreme humidity, presents a particularly sever challenge for any musical instrument, but especially for harpsichords. Kingston’s instruments at Spoleto maintained dependability and mechanical reliability, functioning flawlessly in the extremes of Charleston’s weather with minimal attention required, even with the steady demands of the vigorous performance schedules of the Spoleto musicians.  

Numerous recordings and concerts have featured Kingston harpsichords and most noted harpsichordists have performed on them.

Richard Kingston’s relationship with the harpsichord dates to his childhood experiences with recordings of the instrument, as well as to his discovery of an actual antique instrument near his home in France. His lifelong fascination evolved into the building of the first Kingston harpsichord while earning a degree in business administration in Texas. He quickly found his vocation as a harpsichord builder. With guidance and encouragement from the distinguished harpsichord teacher and performer, Dr. Larry Palmer, Kingston’s first shop was established in Dallas, Texas. Other notables to recognize Kingston’s talents in that early phase of his career included Albert Fuller, Sheridan Germann, Fernando Valenti and William Dowd, each giving their support and advice most generously to    the nascent builder. Kingston considers his association with William Dowd to have had a particularly positive and lasting influence upon his work as a builder.

Kingston relocated his shop to the Ashville, North Carolina area in 1979. Since that time, Kingston harpsichords have come to play a major role in music performances in the Southeast.

The motto “do one thin and do it well” is central to the work of Richard Kingston.  Relatively few instrument models have emerged from his shop through the years. However, each of those models has been carefully honed and refined to meet the exacting standards of Kingston, always achieving notable tone, sensitive actions, beauty and reliability within the context of careful adaptations of the best historic designs and techniques.

Kingston’s extensive knowledge of historic builders and instruments quickly let him to conclude that carefully made instruments in the style of the historic masters are the most practical and musically gratifying for modern players. Such an instrument must be tonally correct for its style, appropriately decorated, whether along simple or elaborate designs. Of particular importance to a performer is an instrument that is rugged, dependable and mechanically reliable, with the ability to withstand the rigors of frequent moving and the environmental changes presented by the varied climates, halls and locations where performers must go to practice their art.  

In addition to a busy schedule of completing his harpsichord, Richard Kingston travels regularly to make service calls on his instruments and to provide instruments for use by guest artists performing in the Southeast. He is also a board member of the Southeastern Historical Keyboard Society and is available to groups, such as AGO chapters and music schools, for presentations on various topics concerning the harpsichord. Annual production of new Kingston instruments is presently limited to ten per year as Kingston prefers to work along on his instruments as much as possible. This system permits him to give each individual instrument the full amount of time and attention required for it to meet his high standards of musical and mechanical workmanship.  
